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NOEL KERLEY
R.I.P.

It is with great regret that we inform members lué tecent death of Noel Kerley who passed away
during Holy Week.

Noel was a most active member for many years oHillevalkers Club and served as a leader on a
very regular basis. He was a dedicated walker wipeared every Sunday, only missing the Club's
Hikes when he was walking or leading with the Rarbbr with his wife Ann's club Daon Scoil. He
lent his expertise to planning and also leadingagerDaon Scoil hikes as part of his yearly
programme that encompassed specific individual tsiusBray to Wicklow coastal return walk,
North Dublin Coastal walk, Blessington to Glendabu South Leinster walk and of course, the
Dublin and Belfast marathons. His one-man traveo$&¥ales and Scotland fully loaded with tent and
supplies were legendary. He also had many hikeshenContinent, in Spain, the Pyrenees, the
Vanoise, the Arolla Area with Kev Reynolds (the €mne Author) and of course, the Haute Route,
which experience he shared with Hillwalker Newsgletthd Mountain Log readers.

Noel also had a great interest in rail, road ardtssnsport and was a member of the Railway Records
Society. He combined these interests in his metugiplanning of his continental trips. While thesle
intrepid traveller arrived at the start of the HalRoute via a direct flight to Geneva and a taxi to
Chamonix, Noel's itinerary was Dart to Connollyabto Holyhead, train to London, Eurostar to Paris,
train to some obscure connecting station in CeRirahce, finally arriving two days later in Chamoni

on the little red “Alpine Express” commuter traitwo holidays in one. Another Noel characteristic
was the “mandatory” requirement on arrival at the's destination, e.g. Zermatt, of a “chill ouyta
with a cappuccino and luxury ice-cream.

One Hillwalker activity in which Noel did not uslpalparticipate was the away Bank Holiday
weekend. These weekends were reserved for hikipg with Ann. It was indeed on the Monday of
one such weekend that the start of Noel's lossaifility occurred which rapidly confined him to a
wheelchair and nursing home care. It is difficalimagine the trauma of such a sudden change from a
fully active lifestyle. Noel was, however, a vetyong and positive personality who coped remarkably
well. He remained fully in touch with Hillwalker tigities through the Newsletter and kept his
subscriptions to a range of Hillwalking magazinganning the various trips he had sketched out for
future continental forays. He was indeed workingisusual focused meticulous way on one such trip
when he made his final journey on the Wednesdayobf Week.

We should like to extend our sincere condolencdsstavife Ann, his children and grandchildren.
Ar dheis De go raibh a anam.
Frank O’Rourke



&# () #

78 %
$ 2D 2

.1 Al
"67 # 52*65 $5#2 2
' , 2 9*$% A '38<8B
I, 2 B 9# B %F5& B
47721 2 B9 B % ? B!12*577
15#B 52B429*B2& J

+ . 3)
01). ?
9 "<

.7 8 %
) -5+ &#
"$58 () #'*S$;
12 & 2" 8

27
. <$11- &=<%

# "
$ |,

o1 Il 2%

12 21 # (
' 0 *BA2 BS$5#D 6
B K $5#B42? B!6 !&B!6

52 2B%# $ B #6 2, B1
?29 &6& 0 *

#it 5 #>5
+H#(" 152+
i) ? 5
")- @ 52 * # <
!
! " #1$
!
" % &"
N/ :
I( !
) * +
P
0
% %
$ A 9 #
o1 i 2*
12 21 # ,(
: %5 #B $6 2B 9-7 * 2*
?2#A"B!6 52 2B 4 B
0 *BA 2&,*
+ 3)
01). 2
02
L$13
# "
$ 4 C2 2
L1 " 5
"67 # 5265 $5#2 2
: . ? 4 BD5#2 &
A2 B $52E5 B 422 B
4 26 5B!6 1&B, ? 4
+ ))
01). 2
HHS &) #H-
(") 52 2 2 2&7
# *2 7" 2 2F5 * #
&"2 #5%6 7 2% &&" #
"# " 25856 & °?
* # 2 2 "26 7
# 2& 2 222?272 2
#45 (#, 2 62 * 2
6 #F& 2?2 5 < 2¢
?2& 2 (# 2°F2 # G,
56 5* #"" 2 5™ 2%
*22( " 5&# H6

+ 3 )
01). 2

$# +#' ® o # # # 75
22 # 2 *E5 ES™* ;

#5 ™" 6 2 7*#

? &#t " 6 L656 &<

* # 57 # *&6*2

# " [ # "& T #
# 2 & 6 #

*K 2 5& 2
")+, ), 72& &

?25 2152* 25 # " &"2
? 65"& # ?

% $& ,* - "&- + '5"&-"&-
6 # 2 & 2 5& &
&22 6 65# 2 # 65 2* 5 6
* 2#6 *52 #F52

456 6 2 *2 *2 #

" &2 & A 9 #
!




$$%  $&H- %,

#
$ - >

Hikers getting ready after lunch. Photo: Jim Barry
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This article first appeared in the November 2005

edition of The Hillwalker. It is reprinted here in

memory of Noel Kerley, pictured above with his
walking companion, Frank O’Rourke.
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Noel and Frank in shorts and T-shirts, ready to tack

another mountain pass.
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at the end of the trip.
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