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It is with great sadness that we recall the recent death of fellow club member Gerard Donnelly. 

Gerry lost his short battle with cancer and passed away peacefully, at St Francis Hospice, Raheny, 
on Thursday, 25 February 2010.  The funeral services were well attended and practically all of the 
club membership paid their respects. 

Gerry had developed friendships with many, both within the Hillwalkers Club and the broader 
membership of An Óige.  He was never short of a kind word for everyone and always made time to 
stop for a chat.  His welcoming smile and uplifting sense of humour received many words of praise. 

Gerry was a teacher by profession and began his career at O'Connell School, Dublin before 
transferring to St Peter's Secondary School, Dunboyne, Co. Meath.  He was highly respected and 
well liked by pupils, parents and colleagues.  His extracurricular activities included organising trips 
for pupils abroad and promoting involvement in the Gaisce Awards. 

Gerry loved Taekwondo, a martial arts sport, for which he earned a black belt.  There was nearly 
always a passing mention when he was engaged in conversation. 

Just before his death, Gerry was conferred with a Masters Degree in Education (M.Ed.).  His chosen 
thesis was on Alcohol Abuse and Drug Addiction.  The conferring took place at St Francis Hospice 
in the presence of the Trinity College Provost, Registrar and 10 graduates, all in full academic 
regalia.  This was a very proud occasion for Gerry and thankfully, he lived long enough to cherish 
the day. 

Our thoughts are also with his sorrowing girlfriend and fellow club member, Mary Diggins.  Mary 
had spent every spare moment with Gerry over the last couple of years and was constantly by his 
side while he was bedridden. 

Gerry will be sadly missed by all those who enjoyed the pleasure of his company. 

May he rest in peace. 

Jim Barry 
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Fitzroy and friends. Photo: Brendan Magee 
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Following in the footsteps… Photo: Brendan Magee 
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Lago and Cerro Torre. Photo: Brendan Magee 
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Overview of Moreno's snout. Photo: Brendan Magee 
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How frightening … Photo: Brendan Magee 
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Platform with a view. Photo: Brendan Magee 
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Tickets €15 available in advance from  
Terry Cartin, Mick Heneghan,  
Barbara Monahan, Don Reilly,  
Mark Campion, Don Gleeson 
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Since its founding in 1993, the Hillwalker's Club has organised on a regular basis, its popular Map 
and Compass programme. The course aims to provide a comprehensive grounding in personal 
navigation and self-care on the mountains and it involves four evening tuition sessions accompanied 
by two outdoor training weekends. The syllabus covered is similar in content to the Mountain Skills 
courses (MS1 and MS2) prescribed by Bord Oiliunt Sleibhe - Irish Mountain Training Board. On 
completion of a Map and Compass course, members can consider undertaking a Mountain Skills 
assessment, which examines their navigation and personal skills in a mountain environment. 

The Mountain Skills Assessment (MSA) is based on a skills evaluation programme and is normally 
conducted over a weekend. It involves a number of assessment stages as follows: 

1. Written assessment (multiple choice type) on navigation. 
2. Outdoor assessment of day navigation skills. 
3. Outdoor assessment of night navigation skills. 
4. Near and far feature recognition. 
5. Self-care in broken and difficult terrain.  

To undertake the Mountain Skills Assessment (MSA), the following requirements must be fulfilled: 

1. To have completed at least 30 hill walks in Ireland or Britain over a period of 24 months, 
2. To present a Mountain Skills log book detailing the above walks, 
3. To hold a valid Rescue and Emergency Care (REC2) certificate or its equivalent (Basic 

First Aid Certificate). 

Mountaineering Ireland (www.mountaineering.ie) provides a list of Mountain Skills assessors.  

In order to promote and develop mountain skills amongst club members, financial support in the 
form of a number of bursaries will be made available to members who successfully complete 
a Mountain Skills Assessment in 2010.  The financial resources to support these bursaries arise 
from the surplus associated with the Club's Map and Compass training programme.   

Further enquiries from Donal Finn (email: finndonal@eircom.net). 
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